Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 168 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.081; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
The title compound, C 15 H 15 NO 2 S 3 , exists in a bicyclic form, with resonance contributions from two monocyclic forms, each without a second S-S bond. The trithiapentalene heterocyclic ring system is planar, with a mean deviation of 0.014 (2) Å from the mean plane, and is inclined to the plane of the attached phenyl ring at an angle of 17.24 (7) .
Related literature
For related compounds, see: Rašović et al. (2007) ; Yokoyama et al. (1985) . For related literature, see: Lozac'h (1984) ; Marković et al. (2004) ; Terem (1996) ; Allen (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data exists in the bicyclic form (1 A). However, comparison of the S-S bond lengths (Table 1 ) with the average value (2.07 Å) for the 31 1,2-dithiolanes and the 11 3-imino-3H-1,2-dithioles (as in 1B) in the Cambridge Structural Database (Allen, 2002) along with consideration of the S-C bond lengths suggests that resonance forms (1B) and (1 C) make some contribution to the overall structure. These results are consistent with two structurally related compounds that have been published previously (Rašović et al., 2007; Yokoyama et al., 1985) and with the known resonance behaviour of 1,6,6a-trithiapentalenes (Lozac'h, 1984; Terem, 1996; Rašović et al., 2007) .
The whole molecule is remarkably close to being planar with both substituents lying in the same plane as the trithiaazapentalene ring system. This bicyclic system is planar [mean deviation = 0.014 (3) 
The title compound was prepared as previously described (Marković et al., 2004) .
Refinement
All H atoms were introduced in calculated positions as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for the methyl group and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for other carbons.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (1), showing displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. 
